8                            Introductory Sketch                      PART

of Wessex was the result of a long series of aggressions led by
a single line of princes with their dependent under-kings ; or
that Mercia was an accretion, under one great organizer, of a
considerable number of little states, created by late migrations
under more insignificant chiefs into a country the dangers of
which were now known, and the organization of the immigrants
consequently less close.

We thus arrive at the point of time at which the conversion
of the people to Christianity introduces a new bond of union,
the influences of a higher civilization, and a greater realization
of the place of the English in the commonwealth of nations.
The reduction of the whole of the Church organization of the
seven kingdoms into the National Church, was the work of
Theodore of Tarsus: the introduction of the forms and decencies
of ecclesiastical councils into the meetings of the nations gives
its peculiar character to the English Witenagemot; and the
union of ecclesiastical and civil organization throughout the
land impresses a perpetuity on the divisions and subdivisions
which before had been determined by the occupancy of the
family or tribe. The separate vicus, or township, becomes the
sphere of duty of a single priest, and later is called his parish;
the kingdom becomes the diocese of a bishop; the whole land
the province of the metropolitan : the rival archbishops head
rival nationalities ; the greater dioceses are subdivided on the
lines of the earlier under-kingdoms in six of the seven states,
and when Wessex late in the day begins to subdivide, she follows
the same idea. The organisms of Church and State advance
side by side ; the shires become the archdeaconries, and the
hundreds the deaneries of a later age. The archdeacon or
bishop presides with the ealdorman and sheriff in the shire-
moot ; the parish priest leads his people to the hundredmoot,
or even to the f yrd; the witenagemot has its most distinct
and permanent constituent in the clergy, bishops, and abbots.

.There are in the Anglo-Saxon system, as we find it in the
laws and charters of the kings, certain distinct steps of growth